Preface  by Colbourn, C.J. et al.
Discrete Mathematics 97 (1991) 1 
North-Holland 
Preface 
In the summer of 1988, the news of Egmont Kijhler’s untimely death at age 55 
reached his friends and colleagues. It was widely felt that a lasting memorial 
tribute should be organized. The result is the present special volume of ‘Discrete 
Mathematics’ containing forty-two articles, mostly in combinatorial design theory 
and graph theory, and all in memory of Egmont KShler. Designs and graphs were 
his areas of particular interest; he will long be remembered for his research on 
cyclic designs, Skolem sequences, t-designs and’ the Oberwolfach problem. 
Professors Lenz and Ringel give a detailed appreciation for Kiihler’s research in 
the first article of this volume, so we leave his mathematical biography in their 
capable hands. 
There is, however, one aspect of Egmont Kiihler’s biography that merits 
special attention. Before taking up the study of mathematics at age 31, he had 
completed training as a musician (studying both composition and violoncello at 
the Musikhochschule in Berlin), and worked as a cellist in a symphony orchestra 
for some years. This accounts for his lifelong interest in music, particularly in the 
combinatorial aspects of music. His work and lectures in this direction had begun 
to attract the interest of many musicians, and he had commenced work on a book 
on mathematical aspects of musical theory. It is tragic indeed that his early death 
prevented the completion of his work; the surviving paper on the classification 
and complexity of chords indicates the loss that his death meant to the area. He 
was almost uniquely qualified to bring mathematics and music together, being a 
professional in both fields. 
We will not attempt to describe Egmont Kiihler’s personal qualities as a 
colleague, teacher and friend; suffice it to say that we all miss him sorely. 
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